HARVARD
begin with, no special interest in any branch of learning. This interest has to be aroused by the teacher, and to do it he must be a good lecturer, clear, forcible and interesting. Above all, interesting : such teachers are not easily found. Moreover, if the practice in American universities is the same as it is in Cambridge University, surprisingly little attention is paid in elections to Professorships to the powers of the candidates as lecturers. The evidence as to the soundness and extent of their knowledge, and of the value of their own contributions to knowledge, is very carefully considered, but that about their power of presenting a subject in a clear and attractive way does not receive nearly so much attention. I think myself that this is to be regretted. On my view the most important function of lectures is to arouse the interest of the students rather than to impart information ; to make them so interested that they will get the information for themselves if they are told where to find it. I think the lecturer should give the students something that they cannot easily get from books, as, for example, when his lecture is accompanied by experiments, or is on some discovery or idea of his own : this perhaps arouses their interest more than anything else. At present I think many of our students are over-lectured. They spend so much time in going to lectures that they have no time to think about the subject for themselves.
t All American universities have received great gifts from their old members : the Harvard graduates are so engrained with this idea that it is said that a wealthy Harvard man would feel that he had tarnished his reputation if he omitted to leave something to Harvard in his will. They lost what would have been perhaps the greatest benefaction that a university ever received, when a man and his wife, who showed no signs of affluence, called on President 265